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Brits Leaving the UK for a Healthier Dream Life in Spain
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A recent study showed the increasing desire for Brits to buy property in sunny Spain.
The study surveyed 2,800 participants to find out why Spain is such a desirable destination and if the latest UK issues (such as Brexit and Covid-19) have affected their reasons for buying property abroad.
Is it for the stunning beaches of the Spanish coast or for the healthy Mediterranean cuisine?
The findings:
	60% of participants want to buy a property in Spain by the end of next summer
	When asked what represents their dream life in Spain, 73% of people said they want a healthier lifestyle, 64% want a happy retirement and 49% want a new adventure
	61% of participants said they desire a detached villa and would be willing to spend over £125,000
	While 61% of respondents claimed to know they can keep their EU rights to residence and healthcare if buying property in Spain before the end of the Brexit transition period, 66% are not concerned about Brexit when considering buying property in Spain 
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Infographic by: Property GuidesThe 2020 survey conducted by Property Guides–conducted at the height of the lockdown, gathered an  3,000 responses from property buyers looking for homes in Spain.
Despite Covid-19 and Brexit, Brits still want that dream home abroad, and many want it NOW! More than one in three buyers want to complete by the end of this year.” 
What are they looking for? The biggest motivations were for a healthier lifestyle and a new adventure.
No doubt they are also tempted by the aroma of tapas, wafting across the channel!
Many Brits can afford it too, even in a recession. It’s estimated that more than 90% already have the savings or assets they need.
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The majestic Palace Castle in Granada
Why not start with an exploratory trip, to find your dream location in Spain?
  Booking.com   

Best Luxury Hotels in Valencia, Spain – 2022 Edition
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Valencia is an up-and-coming city in Spain, so let’s make sure you stay there in style. 
That’s why we’ve crafted this guide to the the best luxury hotels in Valencia, Spain.
If you’ve ever visited Valencia, you’ll know it is an exquisite mix of old-style architecture and tradition, and fun, fresh and modern culture and vibe. So without further ado, let’s explore a range of luxury hotels that give you the comfort you deserve, in desirable neighbourhoods.
The Top 5 Luxury Hotels in Valencia, Spain…

1. The Westin Valencia
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The Westin Valencia is housed in one of Valencia’s most impressive Modernist buildings, 0.6 mi from the famous Valencia Cathedral.
It’s a spacious hotel with art-deco designed air-conditioned rooms. The most important aspect however, is certainly the location. The Westin is located a stone’s throw from the Royal Gardens as well as El Pla del Real.
All the major sights of Valencia are within a comfortable walk, or a short taxi ride.
The Westin Valencia’s Rosemarino restaurant serves a buffet breakfast. El Jardí  (The Garden) restaurant offers delicious Mediterranean cuisine and provides a relaxing setting for drinks, while the h-club Valencia serves cocktails.
2. Hotel Las Arenas Balneario Resort
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If you’re more into the beach vibe, Las Arenas is for you.
Located along the beautiful sandy beach of Valencia city, this luxury hotel offers the best of both worlds- the comfort of a 5 Star Resort, with the rustic fun of being located along the beachfront.
It’s worth mentioning that as well as the proximity to the beach, Las Arenas Balneario Resort also features 2 seasonal outdoor pools surrounded by loungers, and a luxurious spa.
All the luxurious amenities of a modern 5 Star hotel are available. You can receive massage and beauty treatments, there is a well outfitted gym, and the poolside bar makes a day of relaxing outdoors a pleasure.
‘Las Arenas’ means the sands, and this is definitely a hotel to enjoy the sand and sunshine at! All-in-all, this is a great choice if you’re looking relax and enjoy the sunny side of Valencia.
3. Caro Hotel
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If you wish to walk the central part of Valencia, this may be the ideal luxury hotel for you.
Plaza de la Virgen and Valencia’s basilica are within 5 minutes’ walk of the hotel. La Lonja de la Seda, the medieval market and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is a mere 10-minute walk away.
Book ahead for this one though! Amongst luxury hotels in Valencia, the Caro Hotel is known to be booked out months in advance.
Housed in a 19th-century palace, the hotel is just 650 feet from Valencia Cathedral. Designed by Francesc Rifé, each of the elegant rooms in the Caro is totally individual, with exquisite touches of minimalist design.
This is a great choice for travelers interested in atmosphere, architecture and food.
Finally, it is worth mentioning that the hotel’s restaurant Sucede, has a Michelin star. It is run by chef Miguel Angel Mayor, and is a pleasure to dine at. It offers a delightful contrast with the local rustic yet delicious dishes like Paella.
4. Cathedral Suites Hotel
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Another strong contender for location is the Cathedral Suites Hotel.
Of all luxury hotels in Valencia, this one boast the most impressive view of the cathedral.
Similarly to the Caro Hotel, you really can walk everywhere from here. In fact, its even closer to the cathedral. Cathedral Suites Hotel is located in Valencia’s historic center, just 150 feet from Valencia Cathedral.
Importantly, it features an outdoor pool on the rooftop terrace. This is highly desirably when you want to rest or siesta in the heat of the day and take a break. While you may be busy sight-seeing all over Valencia, it is your vacation after all, so you want to have the opportunity to really relax and enjoy.
I can highly recommend tasting the tapas at the Cathedral Suites bar. Absolutely authentic, and some of the best!
5. Hotel Hospes Palau de La Ma
[image: best luxury hotels valencia spain]
[image: best luxury hotels valencia spain]


Last, but not least, the Hotel Hospes Palau de La Mar.
Okay, the name is a bit of a mouth-full! It translates to Palace of the Sea Guest House, which is quite lovely.
And it is quite a palace! Housed in a nineteenth century building, the Hospes Palau de la Mar has elegant, modern rooms with queen beds and marble bathrooms.
With 3 massage and treatment rooms, a hot tub, sauna, Turkish bath, and a small gym, this luxury hotel offers everything to make your stay a pleasure.
An easeful 10 minute walk from the old city and historic centre, this luxury hotel is located in a quiet area just outside the frenetic touristic part of the central city.
And as Valencia is a coastal city, you’ll be happy to know the Hotel Hospes restaurant specialises in traditional cuisine, with fish caught locally of course!
Summary of Best Luxury Hotels in Valencia, Spain
Valencia offers everything from simple inexpensive culture like beaches and paella, to the height of elegance in Michelin star restaurant in five star hotels.
And all of this within a short radius of the city centre which encircle the famous cathedral.
These were our top five picks of luxury hotels in Valencia. As a city of nearly 800,000 people, of course there are more, but these are our favorites to get you started. You can find your luxury hotel of choice below on Booking.com
  Booking.com   


Plaça Catalunya – Most BORING Place in Barcelona!
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You’ve traveled all the way to Barcelona to see… some pigeons?
You may have noticed that almost all the Google searches and travel guides to Barcelona say Plaça Catalunya is one of the main sights in the city. Every year millions of tourists of the city make sure to pass by thinking this is the must-see spot in Barcelona.  
In reality, there’s not much to it. Plaça Catalunya is a simple square in the center of Barcelona.
Sure, there’s a modern stone statue and a water feature, it’s decorated with colorful flowers and surrounded by restaurants and coffee shops. But while this place is worth passing by, I gotta let you know that Plaça Catalunya is far and away not the best or the most interesting place to visit in Barcelona.
So, What’s the Deal with Plaça Catalunya?
Plaça
Catalunya is rather one of the most boring places in Barcelona. And, please
don’t get us wrong: the place does have a beautiful design and a great
location, however people somehow make too much of a big deal out of it.
In this article, we will try to
understand why exactly Plaça Catalunya managed to attract so much attention
among the tourists promoting the simple square to be one of the top
destinations in Barcelona. We
will also see what other better places there are in our beautiful city, that
are so much more interesting and fun to visit. So here we go, let’s start from the very beginning.
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Would you really write a postcard home about this place?There is Nothing Special About Plaça Catalunya!
So, Plaça Catalunya is located in the center of Barcelona. It is a large and beautiful square featuring a tasteful garden and water fountains. There are loads of fashion shops, classy restaurants, and touristic cafes nearby. But really look into it! What is so special about this place? You can walk around the entire square in a maximum of 15 minutes. This includes the time for taking some photos and looking around at the passing traffic. That is pretty much it…!
The place is surely nice and pretty, but there is nothing particular and special about it. You can hardly find any types of attractions here expect the restaurants and shops around it, but hey – there are shops and restaurants everywhere!
Then Why is Plaça Catalunya so Famous?
And somehow, Plaça Catalunya managed to become one of the main visiting points of Barcelona. Now, let’s see how possibly this could have happened. First of all, see the location. Plaça Catalunya is, in fact, one of the main central meeting points in Barcelona. It has got rather a perfect central location and everyone knows where it is.
Many of the luxury hotels of Barcelona are within walking distance on Passeig de Gracia. And for tourists especially, it is so much easier to go there and arrange meetings. This is because there are almost no chances you will possibly manage to miss this place or get lost anywhere around it. So, this is most likely why Plaça Catalunya became to be so famous.
What Else?
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Buses – useful but not exactly a tourist attraction!
Plaça Catalunya has great connections with public transport lines. You can get just anywhere in the city from Plaça Catalunya by metro, buses, and not to mention rather endless taxis roaming around the square. The place is very easy to get to. From here you can walk to all the city center attractions which are always a great starting point in exploring Barcelona.  
Another not less important fact about the place is that Plaça Catalunya leads into the famous Las Ramblas pedestrian street in Barcelona. One of the longest pedestrian streets in the city center, it’s a true tourist attraction. And, it conveniently starts from Plaça Catalunya and so, it is more than understandable why tourists prefer to visit everything in one go.  
Location, Location, Location…
As we can see, except for the great central location there is hardly anything else so special about Plaça Catalunya. It still is a nice place to have a walk and see, but we are more than sure that there are better and more exciting places in Barcelona worth all the attention that the square is getting instead. In order to make it fair, we will give you some examples of places that are way more worth your precious holiday time.
Better Things to See in Barcelona
Barcelona is a large and interesting city, where you can find just anything you have been looking for in a colorful city. In addition, you will have some great new experiences you are about to discover for yourself here as well. While the travel guides will give you the names of the most popular must visit spots such as Plaça Catalunya or La Sagrada Familia, we can offer you some other much better and more interesting places to check out.  
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Now this is Barcelona!
Great Alternatives
So, first of all, why don’t you take a walk in the beautiful city parks, huge botanic gardens, and spectacular viewpoints in Barcelona? Or, go check out the interesting and less crowded Gracia neighborhood, the gothic and Jewish quarters of the city. Here you will be able to feel the true history and different styles which had passed through the city over the years. You can also try out some special local tapas and drinks, take part in traditional dances, street festivals, and activities of the city and chill on rooftop bars in the evenings.
Everyone checks in by the famous Gaudi buildings or the main squares of Barcelona, while you can check out the wonderful museums such as Can Framis, visit art galleries, and music halls for some tasteful and fantastic experience and hence feel the true classy and rich spirit of the city.
You may want to check out our Quick Guide to Barcelona for more ideas…
So, What we Advise
you Try
Checking out must-visit spots in any new city is surely amazing. In most of the cases, you will get to see the true cultural magic of the place you are visiting. For instance, visiting Barcelona without checking out the precious Sagrada Familia or other Gaudi creations can be rather a waste of the experience. Just because Barcelona is known for certain special buildings, specific activities and, of course, amazing beaches, you will probably need to go to some of the most visited and even most crowded spots in here to make the experience complete. Simply keep in mind that there is always so much more going on in Barcelona that in case you don’t have many days to spend here you may want to skip some tourist traps.  
So, don’t
get too confused wasting time on such “popular” spots which in fact have
nothing particularly special about them. Especially if you have less
time and so many things to visit, make sure to explore each point before you
actually spend time going there. In
this way, you can really save some precious time and make sure you are visiting
the places which are truly interesting for you and can be inspiring to remember
after your trip.
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Casa Vicens – now is that prettier than Placa Catalunya or what?!
Final thought on Plaça Catalunya
Plaça Catalunya is a pretty ordinary Spanish plaza that happens to be located at the (rapidly beating passionate) heart of Barcelona. But as we saw, there are so many other wonderful things you can see and do in Barcelona that skipping it should not be a big loss for you. Meanwhile, as you happen to pass by it is surely worth having a look. Or maybe you can simply make the most of its perfect central location and start planning your city exploration day from here. Simply don’t expect too much to see in here, as the place can be somewhat overrated compared to many other wonderful spots you will find in Barcelona.
Barcelona is the cultural and fashionable hub of Spain. Don’t waste your time photographing pigeons Plaça Catalunya (unless you’re an ornithologist).
And whatever traveling style and activities you’re into – be it wandering in the city, going for exciting city tours, chilling on the marvellous beaches, partying whole night, or trying out some water sports- we hope you have a great time in Barcelona. Have fun exploring the beautiful city and enjoy each and every experience you will find here. Or have fun with the Catalan pigeons!
Check out our Quick Guide to Barcelona for more ideas…


Conjugating the Spanish Verb IR (“To Go”)

The verb “TO GO” in Spanish is very irregular! 
The Spanish verb IR is challenging to learn, but essential to master. Here’s the scoop!
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For all of you folks who are looking into starting to learn the beautiful Spanish language, there are a few ways to get into this. While some people go ahead and start watching movies or videos in Spanish with subtitles, or moving to a Spanish speaking country to learn the new language, for most, the best way remains to start with the basic grammar.
Learning basic grammar is a perfect way to build a solid base of your knowledge of Spanish. In this way, you will be able to deeply understand how and why certain grammar structures of the language work. Further on, you can start building up a richer vocabulary of words and expressions and work on your pronunciation.  
Getting Started…
As you get started, there are several basic tenses and verbs you should be learning at the first place in order for you to be able to understand basic expressions as well as to be able to communicate at the simplest level as quickly as possible.
Some of the most useful pieces of the speech you will need to go through include the frequently used verbs. As in many other languages, some of the most popular verbs in Spanish are irregular. So, as you could have correctly guessed, using them in your speech can require a little bit of more efforts than for the rest. With these verbs, you will probably need to remember certain forms and special exceptions from general rules for each case. However, by using them frequently, these separate forms will become a natural way of expressing the common verbs in your speech.
The Spanish Verb “IR”
In this article, we will discuss one of the most useful and frequently used verbs out there, which is “IR” (to go). Well, you would agree that this verb is absolutely essential to know and to be able to conjugate in the correct way. As you travel to any Spanish speaking country and wish to express your basic thoughts, you will need to know the correct conjugation of this verbs.
As you may have guessed, the Spanish verb IR is very irregular and hence, do expect that conjugating the verb may need you to remember the special forms of it. At the beginning it can seem a little confusing, considering that for each case the word changes almost completely. However, a great tip for you here can be simply repeating the list of the conjugated forms in your head once in a while and try to remember them by heart. With time it will keep coming to you naturally as you start using the expressions with this word and you will not need to go back remembering each one separately.
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Dealing with all the Tenses of the Verb IR
The bad news is that in the Spanish language has many different forms of the present, past, and perfect tenses and hence the verb “IR” will be conjugated differently in each case. The good news, however, is that as a beginner, you will need to learn only the most frequently used tenses so you can communicate with Spanish speakers. My advice here is to go for the most common present form of the verb and once you feel comfortable using it, move towards the rest of the tenses.
In order to start conjugating the irregular verbs such as IR, it is a good idea to first learn the forms of regular verbs. Once you know all the pronouns (I, you, he/she etc.) in Spanish, the next step is using those with the most common verbs. If you already know how to conjugate the regular verbs in Spanish, moving towards irregulars will be even simpler for you to catch up. A good language course like Rocket Spanish will gradually guide you from regular to irregular verbs, making sure to teach you the most useful ones first. (This contrasts a bit with total immersion in a language where you can’t quite tell what words are critical to use- say over tapas, and which you’ll only hear once in a blue moon).
Regular verbs in Spanish usually have the endings of –ar, -er, or –ir. Meanwhile, in case of regular verbs, when conjugated, the words themselves remain the same. The irregular verbs instead usually come with a completely different word during conjugation that, however, has the same meaning. So at this point, the only way to figure out how they work, you will need to simply try and remember both of the forms of the same word.   
Conjugation of Spanish Verb IR
So, now we are ready to see how exactly the IR irregular verb works in speech. As promised, when we start conjugating the verb, the word itself will change and hence if you want to say that you or someone else goes somewhere you will not be using the word IR itself, but the changed form, which have a completely different spelling and pronunciation. Here is the conjugation of the very IR verb in Spanish in the present tense:
	 Yo voy	 I go
	 Tu vas	 You go (used as an informal form)
	 El/ ella/ ello va	 He/ she/ it goes
	 Usted va	 You go (used as a formal form)
	 Nosotros vamos	 We go
	 Vosotros vais	 You all go (used as an informal form)
	 Ellos/ ellas van	 They go
	 Ustedes van	 You all go (used as a formal form)

As you can see, the conjugation of the irregular verb can be somehow related to the general form of the conjugations of regular verbs. And we also see that when conjugated, the IR changes the entire word which sounds completely different. Try not to get confused here and simply memorize the new form of the infinitive verb.
In fact, there are not so many frequently used irregular verbs out there that you will need to memorize. There are many useful lists of most frequently used irregular verbs on the internet you can go through and hence concentrate on memorizing those as you get started with your practice. And the best part is that due to the fact that you will be using these verbs so often in your speech, you will be able to learn and memorize them pretty quickly. They’re the ones you’ll need every day in the markets of Madrid.
Beyond the present tense of the Verb IR
Okay, so you’re getting your head around the irregular conjugations of IR in the present tense. Watch out, there’s still the past and future to go. (Actually there are about 15 tenses in Spanish, but don’t worry, that’s for later!) So:
	Tense	Conjugations
	Present	Voy, vas, va, vamos, vais, van
	Simple (simple)	Fuí, fuíste, fue, fuímos, fuíes, fueron
	Future	Iré, irás, irá, iramos, iréis, irán

Notice how the future tense is actually pretty simple. It is regular- phew! It’s just a question of regular conjugation after the infinitive IR. 
The past tense on other hand is a nightmare! The first person conjugation is pronounced “FWEE”! Sounds pretty funny if you chant this list aloud 😉
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What’s Next? From IR to where?
I’ve written a whole article about my experience learning Spanish while living in Spain, including recommendations for a mixture between interacting with people and self study. I even drop a top secret hack to do with falling in love…
As the next step, you can also try learning some of the most important nouns which you can use with the verbs you learn. With the IR verb, you will most probably need to remember how to call some of the most frequently used destinations and places you may be mentioning during your speech. Memorizing all the words in a new language can be somehow exhausting and challenging, meanwhile keep in mind that in order to be able to communicate as a beginner in a new language, you will probably need only a very simple vocabulary which will not need to include too many sophisticated words.
In fact, try to think about your own language; how often do you use complicated phrases or tenses as you chat with your friends or ask for directions? It’s same with Spanish, as long as you know the most important verbs and expressions, you will be more than successful to get by.
How to Learn All these New Words?
A great way to learn the conjugation of the verbs in any language is to keep practicing and repeating the tenses constantly. The most important part here is the frequency of your practice. My advice is to practice every day even for 10-15 minutes instead of studying for several hours one day and not repeating the forms for a whole week or so.
The Spanish language is a rich and rather complicated language grammar-wise to learn due to all the tenses and conjugations. Meanwhile, the language is also quite easy to catch up with as a beginner due to the rather simple pronunciation of the words and the language in general. People usually learn the basics pretty quickly and improving the knowledge of the language then comes with further practice and learning, so it is all the matter of time.
How to Start Practicing?
A crucial point here is that once you know the basic expressions in Spanish you can immediately start communicating with the locals. You can always meet friendly Spanish speakers and practice your knowledge with them. In any case, Spanish is one of the most commonly spoken languages in the world and hence knowing it even at a beginner level can be very useful as you travel and meet new people.
Whatever the reason you wish to learn the language- be it for traveling, learning the culture, or enjoying songs in Spanish, you will love exploring all the beauty of the language. Meanwhile, it will give you the perfect insight of any Spanish speaking country and culture you may visit. Soon you’ll be able to chat to the locals on the streets of Barcelona, watch Spanish movies in the original language and sing along with salsa songs!
Remember to try different learning techniques as well in order to see which one works the best for you. Each individual has a specific way of efficient learning. And hence finding your own can make the entire process of learning a new language so much easier and interesting. As long as you are passionate about the language and the learning process, you will most probably be pretty quick to memorise the key pieces of the speech and phrases you will need the most. So, have fun learning the beautiful Spanish language and keep checking out the useful verbs and practicing your knowledge. VAMOS!  
And if you’re motivated to get cracking, check out my review of Rocket Spanish. This dynamic online course / app will really step up your game!


Best Luxury Hotels in Barcelona, Spain – 2022 Edition

If you are thinking about treating yourself to a 5-star luxury hotel, you couldn’t choose better than beautiful Barcelona. Here is a guide to the best luxury hotels in Barcelona for you to choose from. Let’s go!
1. El Palace Hotel Palace 
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View from the rooftop pool of El Palace Hotel, looking to Santa Caterina Cathedral
One of the first options that you have to enjoy a true luxury experience in Barcelona starts at El Palace Hotel. This was originally designed by Caesar Ritz back in 1919. It is a magnificent building with an Old European style. You will see a classy dress code worn by the staff, wide red carpets in common areas as well as luxury pillars and columns all around the place. The hotel was renovated in 2005 giving the building a fresh appearance while maintaining a classic look from the past.
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Street view of El Palace Hotel
Lovers of shopping will also appreciate the great location of the hotel that is just near Passeig de Gràcia. This is the ‘Champs Elysee’ of Barcelona. Here you can find a list of high-class shops and boutiques. The popular beaches and the Old Town however, are a bit further away from the hotel. Meanwhile, it is more than easy to get around the place via taxis or even if you fancy a bit of walk during the day. The hotel also has a magnificent rooftop terrace called Diana’s Garden. Here, you are more than welcome to try great food, have a swim in the gorgeous pool, and enjoy your time admiring the beautiful view of the city.   
2. Mandarin Oriental Barcelona
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The view of Barcelona from the rooftop of the Mandarin OrientalAnother luxury experience in Barcelona is waiting for you at Mandarin Oriental. The hotel offers exclusive and tasteful accommodation and service to all the guests. The rooms and the entire place were designed in a minimalistic classy style featuring mainly cream and beige colors. Once you enter the lobby you will see a delightful combination of luxury and minimalism. This makes the place look soft and comfortable. The hotel is located in Passeig de Gràcia as well; so, you are welcome to visit your favorite shops, or simply head to the most famous sights of the city.
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Luxury at the Mandarin Oriental
There are in total of 98 rooms and suites in the hotel. Each of the rooms comes with perfect small and tasteful touches. You will love the aromatherapy toiletries that will make you feel welcomed. You can try a perfect relaxation therapy in the spa of the hotel that is located in the basement. Also, make sure to have a nice dinner at the hotel’s Mimosa restaurant.

   
3. Majestic Hotel and Spa Barcelona
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Street view of Majestic Hotel and Spa
Originally built in neoclassical style, Majestic Hotel and Spa is a perfect place for all the lovers of comfort and luxury. The hotel was opened back in 1918 right in the very heart of the city. This rather minimalistic building features chic columns, wide staircases, and tasteful modern bathrooms and bedrooms. While it is one of the older options, it remains one of the best luxury hotels in Barcelona due to its outstanding service and fine attention to detail.
The location is great for shopping and visiting the main attractions of the city. You will see some gorgeous striped wallpapers in the rooms of the hotel that perfectly match the style of the rest of the building. The guests are also treated with Bvlgari toiletries in the rooms as well as complementary Nespresso machines.      
4. Hotel Arts Barcelona
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Poolside artIn case you are looking for a luxury treatment by the beach, you should definitely try the Hotel Arts Barcelona. This five-star hotel is located just in front of the sea. So you can wake up every morning listening to the charming sound of the waves. The hotel is perfect to enjoy a quiet and comfortable time a bit away from the city centre and all the tourist attractions.
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The Hotel Arts
Meanwhile, if you fancy having an evening walk in the city you can easily reach the main attractions in a short taxi ride. If you prefer to stay away from the city crowd, you will easily be able to find nice restaurants around the place right on the beach. The hotel is designed in a contemporary and minimalist style. The place is full of light and space to feel more than comfortable in.
There is a marvellous floral display right in the lobby, as you enter the hotel, while the entire building is surrounded by beautiful gardens and incredible views. You can book sea-view rooms or the ones that face the city. You may also be able to find an available room that offers both of the views. The service in the hotel is rather old-school which keeps the atmosphere of the place simple and classy.  
5. W Barcelona
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This list of the best luxury hotels in Barcelona is concluded by the beautiful hotel called ‘W Barcelona’. This is an exceptional boutique luxury hotel located right on the beach. While here you can enjoy a chilled luxury experience, you will not be left out from all the nightlife attractions of the city. The great location is another amazing advantage of this place that goes perfectly with the Mediterranean style of the hotel.
The hotel itself is known for hosting top-class events during which you can also try some of the best dishes of the local and international cousin. For seafood lovers, the best selection of amazing restaurants in walking distance from the hotel is also available. One more amazing thing you will love about this place is the beautiful rooftop terrace of the hotel. Here you can even have one of the private cabins, enjoy a swim in the gorgeous pool and admire amazing views of the city. The guests are also offered telescopes to explore the surroundings and have a great time. As expected, the rooms are also very classy and simple. Meanwhile, amazing views from the rooms make this a wonderful atmosphere to enjoy great luxury and comfort.      
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Room with a view at the W Barcelona

As you go ahead and explore all the range of the best luxury hotels in Barcelona, you will get to see just how many great places there are to discover here. You will definitely want to come back, as there are always new and even more exciting places to discover in our lovely city.
You can book your pick of the best luxury hotels in Barcelona on Booking.com:
  Booking.com   

2022 Guide to Spain Architecture
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Gran Via, Madrid

When you think about Spanish culture and history, one key thing that probably comes to your mind is the country’s architecture. If you appreciate the history and architecture of the places you visit, or simply like to admire beautiful buildings around, Spain is a special place to go.    
Influences
Over the centuries and with different cultural influences, Spanish architecture has come to be today’s wonderful mixture of styles. In fact, in Spain you can still see some magnificent architectural creations inspired by Romans, Visigoths, Muslim Umayyad, Christian Kingdoms, Latin America etc. So, imagine how unique the architecture of the country is today; especially when you think about the major modernism movement that Spain is into currently.
Perfect Harmony
Interestingly enough all these creations of different years and styles are somehow able to exist in perfect harmony. So, this perfect contrasts with one another never make the country in any way chaotic. In different parts and cities of Spain, you will be able to literally see specific influences of certain styles. This means that in this one single country there are so many different architectural styles to explore. It’s a melting pot of architectures!
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Cathedral of Saint Mary of the See, SevilleCities
For example, in the medieval city of Seville, you will find the cutest narrow streets and tastefully coloured buildings with iron balconies, in addition to some of the most stunning gothic churches in the country. While if you travel to Barcelona, you will come across impressive modern Gaudí buildings and wide plazas of the city. Visit historic Granada to check out the heritage of Alhambra and explore unique caves where some people actually still live in. Meanwhile, a perfect mixture of Baroque and Renaissance styles is waiting for you in Salamanca.
The list can go on and on…No wonder why Spain has the 3rd largest number of World Heritage Sites after Italy and China, including not only for specific buildings but also entire parts of different cities.
Architects
This great harmony of architecture styles and amazing creatures has been mainly possible to achieve due to many brilliant world-known architects of different years including such famous names as Antoni Gaudí, Josep Lluís Sert, Santiago Calatrava, Juan de Villanueva etc. 
In order to picture the key architecture wonders of Spain, we offer exploring some of the major cultural influences of different eras that shaped the rich and fascinating structure of the country.

Classic and Tasteful Roman
Influence 
Arrival of Romans brought the true development of Spanish architecture. They built some of the most magnificent structures and monuments in the country. Romans have always been known as talented builders many of whose creations are still standing. You can see the tasteful touches of Romans in Segovia and Mérida with a great number of buildings featuring white pillars, still strong standing historical walls, and incredible statues.
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Ruins of the Roman amphitheatre in Tarragona, a quick day trip from Barcelona
Perfect Integration with
Romanesque and Gothic Streams
During 10th and 11th centuries, Spain embraced Romanesque style filling the country with minimalistic churches and simple buildings. The peak of Romanesque architecture in Spain meanwhile is considered to be 12th century when some amazing buildings such as Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela were built.
Spreading the Style
As the Christian Kingdoms started to move towards the south, the style was slowly spread in the whole country and eventually altered with Gothic style. Some of the most beautiful samples Gothic architecture are still standing in Palma de Mallorca, Valencia, and Barcelona. Rich and beautiful Gothic architecture eventually went through transition to Renaissance leaving some true architectural wonders in Toledo and Granada.     
Creative
and Fresh Modern Architecture
Modernism in Spain started to take over in the 20th century introducing such world-famous architects as Gaudí, Moneo, Calatrava, Bofill etc. What is so special about modern architecture in Spain is that there has been a great experiment with building material going on here including an elegant mixture of glass, colors, iron, and concrete which is very hard to find anywhere else in the world.
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Detail of a ceiling mosaic in Parc Guell, Barcelona
Antoni Gaudi
Meanwhile, Gaudi still remains one of the most famous and talented Spanish architects who is known for his impressive and standing out creations. His buildings are located mainly in Barcelona. Gaudi buildings are colourful and different while full of light and taste. They shape a very specific architecture style of the city of Barcelona and the entire country. Gaudi creations have become a must-see architecture wonder in Europe.
Specific Buildings Which
Complete Spanish Architecture 
With all the unique and interesting architectural styles in Spain, there are several must-see signature buildings which totally complete the entire picture of the country.
Andalusia Pavilion
One of them is the Andalusia pavilion which was built in 1992 for Expo´92 international trade fair. The spectacular building in Seville which is leaning to one side is something unique with its blue tower and a lot of small cute windows.
Guggenheim Museum
Then there is the stunning building of Guggenheim Museum located in the northern city of Bilbao. The art gallery has a unique mechanical style that looks like a human heart from outside. It was built back in 1997. This is a magical creation you definitely need to visit. You can go through incredible glass elevators and narrow walkways made of metal which connect different chambers of the heart.  
Sagrada Familia
One of the best creations of Gaudi, Sagrada Familia in the heart of Barcelona is another special place to see. The constructions of the major church started in 1882, and since then many world-famous architects have been working on it. It is still under construction, with completion anticipated in 2026.   
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La Sagrada Familia under construction
So, How to See It All?
It is actually challenging to try and list all the most important spots in Spain. There are many places worth visiting in case you are looking to learn all about the country’s architecture. Exploring some of the major cultural influences that Spain had over the centuries is one of the ways. Meanwhile, only by mapping a thoughtful list of the areas to visit, and going through the most important pieces of history, will you be able to feel the entire magic from the inside.
I hope you enjoyed this quick guide to the Spain’s incredible architecture. If you come to Barcelona, I recommend the Barcelona Pass Modernista. This gives you admission to 14 different modernista landmarks in Barcelona and its surrounding area. You can save 10 % on the pass by buying it online here.


Beautiful Beaches of Spain (2022 Guide)
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One of the main reasons why so many beautiful people love visiting Spain is because of the marvellous beaches and great atmosphere we have here. There are thousands-miles-long coastlines in Spain; all full of the most magical beaches, small and large cities nearby, and lovely spirit that they all share. In fact, Spain beaches are one of the most amazing places in Europe.
There are places here for everyone: if you are looking for a quiet place to spend with your family, party beaches with great clubs and nightlife, as well as romantic hidden places for a perfect holiday. In this article, we will give you helpful advice on where exactly you should look to visit if you are in Spain and wish to enjoy some of the best beaches in the country. So, here are our best suggestions.
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Check out Spain’s Most Popular Beaches
Here you are- in a beautiful country with friendly people and amazing colors; so you may probably look for the most popular and beautiful beaches to visit. One of the longest beaches in the country that you need to check out is the place called Beach de Levante. It is located in the Province of Cádiz in Andalusia. Here you will find some truly inspiring crowd chilling on one and a half mile stretch beach enjoying chilled drinks and some lively beach sports.
Once you are in Andalusia another spot to visit is the gorgeous Marbella beach which is always nice and busy full of restaurants and bars you will love. With 2.4 miles of shoreline Spain’s last unblemished beach, Playa de Bolonia is also here, in Tarifa. The beach is also one of Spain’s main windsurfing destinations full of also wild nature as well. 
Meanwhile, from the Southeastern coast, you have some popular destinations in Ibiza, Mallorca, and Menorca. One of the most popular beaches of Mallorca is called Es Trenc, a little isolated place famous for its golden sands. For clear clean waters and loads of options to have fun, Ibiza beaches are a must visit place for mostly young travellers. The best way to go around here is by boat, you can easily book some great tours which will take you around the most popular beaches of the island.
Some other popular beaches also include Cala Mesquida, again in marvellous Mallorca, then, Playa de Illetes in Formentera, beautiful beaches of Denia, San Francisco Beach with all fun atmosphere, always sunny Costa del Sol beaches, amazing beaches of Chipiona and so many more.           
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Explore Chilled and Hidden Beaches of Spain
If you are looking for sweet hidden romantic places in Spain, you will be glad to know that there are many great chilled spots, where you can find the entire beach for yourself and also be surrounded by beautiful nature. One of these places is S’Alga Beach which is one of the smallest ones in Spain. It is located in Formentera Island and is usually known for being rather closed off and have calmer waters where especially younger children will feel comfortable to have a swim. Another chilled beach of Cala de Algaiarens or La Vall has crystal clean waters and it’s just perfect for a romantic gateway for couples.
If you love gentle waves you will also like the two smaller beaches of Costa de la Luz called Zahora and Caños de Meca. The hidden place called Costa Trasmiera in Cantabria is another magical place. It has some impressive and beautiful cliffs all around making this a quiet and chilled place to enjoy.
Far from crowds and cities, the Costa Dorada and Costa del Sol are about an hour away from Barcelona. These non-stop coastlines are worth a visit. You also have some more options in Illas Cies with the main two islands of Illa do Monte Ayudo and Illa do Faro, which are also called “Galician Caribbean”. The three islands have some of the most romantic and small spots known for their silver sands by lovely lagoons.
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Have Fun at Spain’s Party and Happening Beaches
If you are here to party and practice your favorite water and beach sports, you will be able to find beautiful all-in-one places to have the best time. One of the places you will want to check out is Playa de Mazagón which is one of the busiest ones during summer time. For some of the best nightlife which you will probably remember for a very long time is Cala Salada, here calm waters and crazy bars are waiting for you. You can also practice your cliff-jumping skills if you get a break from all the fun parties during the day.
You
can find more happening beaches in Mallorca as well. The beach called Sant Jordi is
known not only for its clear waters and white sand but also for all the busy
restaurants and fun bars. But of course, for the best parties and crazy nights,
you will need to go to Ibiza! Here is where you can find the best places to
have crazy parties in the most famous bars and clubs in the island. Ibiza is
one of the main party destinations in Europe, so it’s a must-visit spot for all
the party lovers!
There are so many more beautiful and magical beaches in Spain, and even all the best ones will be impossible to list in one article. You have the whole wonderful country to explore in here, after all. Spain is a perfect place for any type of traveler where each and everyone can find the spot for a perfect vacation. It’s equally perfect for couples, big family trips, and young adventurous travellers.
Ultimately, the main beauty of visiting these spots is to enjoy the time in the way you prefer the most. So, check out our suggestions and go ahead and explore even more. In any case, a fun and unforgettable time on the beaches of magical Spain is guaranteed!
For more inspiration, check out the Lonely Planet Spain:
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Six Stunning Spots in SOUTHERN SPAIN

Andalucía, in Southern Spain is culturally rich, vast, and gorgeous. These are my handpicked favourite spots to get a real flavour of Andalucía.
In case it’s your “cup of tea”, it’s worth mentioning that Andalucia is home to Spain’s finest golf courses and Golf Resorts.
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Streets of Gaucín

1. Gaucín
Almost nobody has head of Gaucín. It’s one of the best kept secrets of the South. While it doesn’t sport the same dramatic appeal of say, Granada with the almighty Alhambra (see below), it does sparkle with charm. 
The buildings of Gaucín are almost exclusively painted white. This makes it look like the gorgeous villas of the Greek islands. And the residents contain A LOT of English expats, many of whom have retired or semi-retired there to enjoy a relaxed lifestyle and spectacular views.
While most of the food in Gaucín is typical of Southern Spain and very affordable, there are also several classy restaurants including one with a Michelin star for the foodies. It’s called Platero, and is surprisingly affordable.
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Puente Nuevo, Ronda
2. Ronda
Ronda is another hidden gem of Southern Spain. Just a short drive from Gaucín, it’s highlight is the Puente Nuevo or, New Bridge. Of course, it used to be a new bridge, and now it’s a picturesque and remarkably sound old bridge.
My personal experience in Ronda was of incredible hospitality. Locals were unhesitating in taking in travellers, offering food, and helping with directions. This is a great aspect of visiting the places off the beaten path! Unlike tourist traps like Barcelona, locals are glad to meet new people.

[image: ]
[image: ]



3. Granada
No list of places to visit in Southern Spain would be complete without mention of Granada. This fabulous city has passed through the hands of Moors and Spaniards and bears the influence of both. The highlight has got to be the Alhambra with its incredible architecture from the ancient wealth that flowed in from Morocco.
Personally, the most striking thing about the Alhambra is the genius of designing waterways for cooling the entire structure. Little rivulets guide water to flow gently through the complex, providing both a cooling effect and a pleasant trickling sound as background music.
As a major city in Southern Spain, Granada’s staple evening meal is drinks with tapas. However, unlike tapas in Barcelona, a typical tapa could be a small burger with fries- and the tapas are free with a drink. Suffice to say that after two drinks you will be full!

4. Cádiz
Rooftop view of CádizCádiz is the most inspirational place to write in Spain. In fact, this blog was born in Spain as I sat upon a rooftop overlooking the ‘city of rooftops’ and marvelled at the beauty of Spain.
It mixes an incredible seafood cuisine, with endless days of sunshine, boldly-dressed women in exquisite dresses, and golden sands that stretch on forever. Cádiz is a place of rest. Nestled on an island (though connected by road), time stops and a lazy afternoon can soon become a week of seafood and sunbathing. The local dish is the shrimp omelette or Tortillita de Camarones- definitely worth a taste. They make a great tapa to accompany a cool glass of beer in the early evening.
Having been a major trading port over the centuries, Cádiz is now quiet, though the architecture still tells of a time long ago when great wealth was flowing through. And if you like surfing, this is one more feature of the beaches- unlike the Mediterranean coast, there are actually good waves!

5. The Alpujarra villages
Nestled beside the Sierra Nevada mountain range, these small villages spread out between the provinces of Granada and Almería. A day out around the Alpujarras is a unique experience due the magnificent views and impressive quietude. The locals thrive on the sale of local craftwork and delicious food from the area.
The Alpujarras boast a long history of silk making and were surprisingly one of the main producers of silk in the world for a time. As the group of villages is still on the waiting list to be acknowledged as a UNESCO World Heritage site they remain largely undiscovered. If you enjoy nature, walking, and local crafts you’ll love a quick visit to the Alpujarras.
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View from The Rock of Gibraltar
6. Gibraltar
Okay, this isn’t technically in Spain- but still it merits a mention.
Gibraltar is a quirky mix between a British seaside town and a rock covered in monkeys. 
Really, the whole town feels British with tacky souvenirs and overpriced fish’n chips until you climb up the rock. Then you enter a different world. And you don’t even need to speak Spanish!
While ‘The Rock’ is not the most creative name, it’s an amazing place. It offers great views to Morocco and is swarming with wild Barbary Macaques which are fun, cute and tame. In fact, they are so comfortable around people they won’t hesitate to steal your food. And people get so comfortable around them that they try to cuddle the Macaques, which generally leads to someone getting bitten!
If you’re in Andalucía, I highly recommend visiting Gibraltar. You only need one full day to fully explore The Rock and get sick of fish’n chips. An easy way to add a country to the list of those you’ve visited.

If you’re looking for hotels as you travel through Andalucía, check out Booking.com below
Happy explorations!
  Booking.com   

 A secret view of CádizUnique Places to Visit in Spain
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  A secret view of Cádiz
Everyone has heard of Madrid and Barcelona, but what else does this amazing country have to offer? Here are some unique places to visit in Spain.

Cádiz: sun, sand, & seafood
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View from above the Camera Obscura of Cádiz 
Cádiz is stunning! Located on a sliver of land surrounded by white beaches with a fresh breeze blowing up from Africa. The almost-island city is well connected by road and train so transport is easy, although it is remote- way down South in Andalucía.
The city has incredible history. For example, the Spanish Constitution was signed there in 1812. Of all the places in Spain- why there? Because Cádiz used to be one of Spain’s most important and cosmopolitan cities due to its role as a major trading hub.
Cádiz is said to be one of Western Europe’s oldest cities, dating back at least 3100 years. From the Phoenician sailors who settled there, to withstanding invasions from the French and English, the city has continued to stand out as jewel of the Andaluz coastline.
I highly recommend a visit to the Camera Obscura for the best view of the city and some insight into its history, followed by the great array of fresh local seafood. Best dish, “sepia a la plancha”.


Deltebre: birds, salt, & kitesurfing
The Deltebre or Delta of the river Ebro is a nature-lovers paradise. This large nature reserve is home to a diverse range of birds, including a large population of unmistakably pink flamingoes. There are vantage points to spot the birds who are part of the unique delta ecosystem.
Small roads weave between hundreds of rice fields which change colors throughout the seasons, and blossom in bright yellow.
Large pink crystals surround the evaporation ponds where salt is harvested. The various refinements of salt make for unique souvineers, as do bags of the locally grown rice.
The local food- paella! Made with fresh local rice and seafood of course! Of all the places to visit in Spain and taste Paella, the Deltebre is second only to Valencia!
And the adventure-seekers, there are kiteboards to be rented along the long narrow beach.
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Sunset in the Deltebre

Cáceres: Medieval City for World Music Festival
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WOMAD festival
I first visited Cáceres in 2012. I was immediately blown away by how the Medieval architecture blended with the modern city that is growing in, amongst, and around it. It’s beautiful.
Each year in May, Cáceres plays host to WOMAD, the World Music Festival. It’s a real blast. Gathering amazingly talented musicians from around the globe, and stirring them into the melting pot of Spanish party life for a long weekend of nonstop madness. It’s a blast!
If you’re looking for a place to visit in Spain for music and architecture, Cáceres is my top pick. And if you visit during Womad, make sure to get a quiet and comfortable hotel– you’ll need some rest after dancing all night at the frenetic Spanish rhythm.

Siurana: romance and rockclimbing
Sometimes Spain can feel like non-stop party and playa. That’s when it’s good to know it has a peaceful side as well. Siurana gives a great escape and has the best view I have seen in the whole country.
Siurana is a mountain, popular with rockclimbers, with walking trails, wine tastings and wide vistas.
The sunset from Siurana is exquisite! Red rocks lit up by the setting sun. There are boutique hotels too, so I imagine it would be super romantic to stay and watch the sunrise.
With a rental car, it would be a full day trip from Barcelona. Siurana is one of the most romantic places to visit in Spain.
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I took this after a good hike around Siurana

Logroño: wine, wine, & tapas
[image: places to visit in spain]
[image: places to visit in spain]


The Rioja region around Logroño
Wine. That’s almost all I can say about Logroño. Home to the world famous Rioja wine, the area’s economy and lifestyle is dominated by this delicious tipple.
That said, it is a beautiful region. Staying in Logroño, one could easily while away a long weekend visiting wineries in the region and marvelling at the red and green landscapes.
Now, I said almost. You can’t survive on wine alone, so Logroño also boasts an impressive range of tapas. In fact, you’ll find over 50 taperías (tapas restaurants) within a four-block area near the center of town.
Logroño lies along the Camino de Santiago, so many pilgrims stop by en route to rest and let’s be honest, drink some good wine!

These were just five lesser known places to visit in Spain. There are many more…
For some visual inspiration, you may enjoy this guide to Spain with hundreds of gorgeous colour photos:
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Spain (Exploring Countries of the World)


The curious history of a Spanish palette painting
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This is the curious history of a palette painting that I bought from a gypsy in a market outside the Cathedral of Tarragona, Spain. Its curious origins take us through the Gothic area of Barcelona where Picasso studied, down South to Sevilla and as far as Denver, USA.
 Here is the tale of: El Bautizo, renacido (The Baptism, reborn)

Francesc Bassols
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Corner of Carrer Avinyo and Carrer de la Comtessa de Sobradiel (recent photo)

In 1836 Francesc Bassols y Urpía was born to a father from Figueres, hometown to Salvador Dali and a Barcelonetan mother.
Showing an early interest in art, Bassols opened his first business, Casa Bassols, at number 25 of the Carrer d’Avinyó – on the corner of Carrer de la Comtessa de Sobradiel in 1870. While the store originally sold gilt frames and prints, over time it transformed into an art gallery.
As business went well, he proceeded to open an art gallery called Galeria dels cadres al oleo modernos or Gallery of modern oil paintings in March of 1875 in the adjacent street Calle Escudillers, the same year in which gas lighting was installed on the street.
 

[image: palette painting]
[image: palette painting]


Delicatessen Venus- current business at Carrer d’Avinyó 25




Senyor Bassols was an enterprising man. Another initiative of his was to install a roller-skating rink Skating-Ring Bassols on the first floor of Carrer d’Avinyó 23- next door to the frame and painting shop. After its inauguration on New Years Eve of 1877 however, the rink remained open for only two months. It was also at this time that he closed the art gallery in Calle Escudillers.

 

 

Carrer d’Avinyó                     
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Escola d’Arts i Oficis de Barcelona looking up from Plaza Veronica

In the Gothic district of Barclona, standing proudly over Plaza Verónica at number 23 Carrer d’Avinyó is the Escola d’Arts i Oficis de Barcelona (Barcelona Arts and Crafts School) or the Escola de la Llotja.
Founded in 1775, this art school has seen many painters (including Picasso), sculptors, architects and graphic designers walking its halls throughout its rich and prestigious 235-year history.
 The building, also home to the stock exchange of Barcelona, today sadly stands unused though protected by guards.
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And so it was that the original store Casa Bassols at number 25 Carrer d’Avinyó carried on the business of selling frames and art supplies as well as dealing in paintings. In Barcelona at that time it was usual for paintings to be exhibited and sold in the windows of framing shops. Some 25 years later, a young Pablo Picasso with his family would move to this area, then the Chinese District and Red Light District in order to study at the Escola d’Arts i Oficis de Barcelona. His family was also a teacher at the school. From this period, Picasso produced one of his best-known paintings, “Les demoiselles d’Avignon”, depicting prostitutes in one of the brothels of Carrer d’Avinyó.

 
Bassols’ heirs
When he passed away from Tuberculosis in 1885, his only child Ramona Bassols and her husband Leandro Ortega took charge of the store. They did not however, trade in paintings but rather focused on selling frames at low cost. (The prices were said to be very economical- the price of framed trading cards in the store has been recorded as being a mere 6 pesetas.)

The artist, the palettes, and the return to Seville
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The artist, Luis Menéndez Pidal. Self-portrait (1907)

Here, we imagine a young and talented Luis Menéndez Pidal, recently graduated from the Escuela Superior de Pintura in Madrid and just returned from his scholarships in Rome and Florence visiting the store in Carrer d’Avinyó, Barcelona.
By this time, the store had changed names from ‘Casa Bassols’, to ‘Hijos de Bassols’ and finally to ‘Leandro Ortega’ (clearly we understand this to be a patriarchal society.) 
We can see the inspired painter buying his art supplies, including several palettes- and visiting the Escola d’Arts i Oficis de Barcelona next door.
The frames were purchased between 1888- when Menéndez returned from Italy- and 1889 and accompanied him back to Seville where he immediately took to painting upon them. Several of his palette paintings appeared within the space of a few short years- what we could call his ‘palette period’- the first of these is dated as 1889. It would seem that his first palette paintings were made in 1888 and that the period continued until 1893. In 1892, he was married and settled permanently in Madrid.

A Tale of Two Baptisms
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The Original El Bautizo (dated 1890)

The next year, the Original El Bautizo was signed and dated in Seville, 1890. Other palette paintings closely followed including those of scenes of spectacles within the famous bull-fighting ring of Seville.
A signature flourish was added painted above the hole in many of his palette paintings in the bold red and yellow stripes of the Spanish flag.
This signature bow, which we see on the Known El Bautizo of 1893, is not visible on the Original El Bautizo of 1890. It may be that the original was a draft, abandoned and years later returned to with only minor changes to the scene- most notably the color of the mother’s sash changing from pink to green.

The Baptism- original and known
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The Known El Bautizo (dated 1893)

A known palette painting entitled El Bautizo signed by and dated 1893, is stored in the Museu del Albanico in Spain. It depicts the scene of a baptism in which a mother with a green sash embraces her babe amidst a crowd in 19th century affluent Spanish attire
The present work signed and dated three years earlier in Seville was hitherto unknown. The scene is unmistakably that of the baptism with minor differences such as the mother’s sash being pink.
Notably absent is the red and yellow ribbon which adorns most of Menéndez’ palette paintings.
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The cathedral of Tarragona. The palette painting was discovered outside the cathedral in the Sunday Gypsy market on June 5th, 2016.

The palette was discovered in a market of Gypsies by the cathedral in the town of Tarragona, Spain. It shows signs of having traveled and been unappreciated for many of its 126 years. The back of the palette still displays the fading stamp of the store in which it was bought, Leandro Ortega.
 
 
 
The full stamp reads (in Spanish):
“Leandro Ortega, previously Children of Bassols, Carrer d’Avinyó 25, BARCELONA”.

The future of the palette painting of El Bautizo




I sent the Original El Bautizo Palette Painting from Barcelona to New York City where it was exhibited in 2016 at The Lodge Gallery on Manhattan’s Upper East Side in a show curated by Dina Brodsky and Trek Lexington.
In 2017, it once again joined the amazing Palette Painting Show- that time at the Abend gallery in Denver, USA where it was exhibited alongside contemporary palette paintings such as the one below. There, it passed into the hands of an anonymous art collector… Who knows- it may surface again one day, perhaps on the other side of the world…
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Palette painting by Dina Brodsky
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Compiled from the Spanish and Catalan sources:
http://www.fernandoalcolea.es/Comercio-y-galer-as-de-arte-en-Barcelona/Francesc-Bassols/
https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francesc_Bassols
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/holidaytypeshub/article-586745/Picassos-Barcelona.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Demoiselles_d%27Avignon
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escuela_de_la_Lonja
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luis_Menendez_Pidal
as well as on-the-street research in Barcelona.
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